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PAYING TRIBUTE TO WALTER

FOXWORTH

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 2002
Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

take this opportunity to recognize an out-
standing individual who has raised the level of
standards and commitment to the community
for businesses throughout the nation. Over the
years, Walter Foxworth has distinguished him-
self as a business, community, and industry
leader going above and beyond what is need-
ed to provide assistance to his state and com-
munity. His dedication to excellence as a busi-
nessman, family man, and citizen is impres-
sive and it is my honor to be able to recognize
such an individual before this body of Con-
gress and this nation.

Walter has served as the National Director
of the Mountain States Lumber and Building
Material Dealers Association for over a dec-
ade. He is the President of the Foxworth-Gal-
braith Lumber Company, which services Colo-
rado, New Mexico, Texas and Arizona and is
the largest lumber dealer in the Southwest.
His hard work and dedication has led to re-
spect by his peers and he is viewed as a lead-
er in the industry. He currently serves on the
boards of the National Lumber and Building
Materials Dealers Association, the Lumberman
Association, as well as serving as past presi-
dent of the Lumberman’s Association of
Texas.

Walter has not only devoted his time and
energy to his career, but has selflessly given
to his community and the several states he
calls home. For the past five years Walter has
provided emotional and financial support to
the outreach program for the children of Taos
Day School in Taos, New Mexico. He serves
as the chairman of the Dallas Zoological Soci-
ety, president of the Family Guidance Center,
and a member of the Dallas Assembly. In ad-
dition he is well known throughout his commu-
nity as a loving husband, devoted father of
three, and grandfather to eight.

Mr. Speaker, Walter Foxworth’s dedication
and service to his communities has been re-
peatedly rewarded over the years, most nota-
bly through his colleagues as the Lumberman
of the Year in 1992 and again in 2000 with the
Mountain States Lumber Dealer’s first ever In-
dustry All Star Award. It is now my honor to
congratulate Walter on his success as well as
his dedication to his community. He has
worked hard to achieve many great under-
takings in his life and certainly deserves the
recognition of this body of Congress and this
nation. Keep up the hard work Walter and
good luck in your future endeavors.
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TRIBUTE TO CARL PELLONPAA ON
40 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE
FINNISH-AMERICAN COMMUNITY
IN MICHIGAN’S UPPER PENIN-
SULA

HON. BART STUPAK
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 2002
Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to a unique cultural institution in my

northern Michigan congressional district and to
the individual who has been the inspiration
and guiding force for that institution for 40
years.

Carl Pellonpaa started the show ‘‘Finland
Calling!’’ in 1962 on WLUC–TV as a cultural
bridge between Finland and the thousands of
Finnish residents who call the Upper Penin-
sula of Michigan their home. Mr. Speaker, the
presence of this large Finnish population is in-
stantly clear to anyone who opens an Upper
Michigan phone book like the Houghton-Han-
cock book and sees page after page of Finn-
ish surnames—names like Haapala and
Jurmu, Karvakko and Lahti and Manninen.
One scan of such a phone book, Mr. Speaker,
and you would not be surprised to know that
Upper Michigan is also home to Finlandia Uni-
versity, the former Soumi College, the only
university in the nation founded by Finns.

It was this strong connection between north-
ern Michigan and Finland that Carl Pellonpaa
tapped and reinforced with his first airing of
‘‘Finland Calling.’’ Even though Carl and his
show have themselves become part of Finn-
ish-American culture, a job in television and a
career as a media ambassador between two
nations was not Carl’s original aspiration. In
fact, as a recent story in the Marquette Mining
Journal points out, baseball was Carl’s dream,
and he pursued that dream all the way to a
contract with the Boston Braves in 1949. The
dream was shattered when he was accidently
shot by a fellow hunter that very fall, taking
buckshot in his head, neck, and the shoulder
of his pitching arm. Although Carl was able to
heal enough to serve a tour with the Army in
Korea, the Big League fast ball was gone for-
ever.

Married to his hometown sweetheart Doris,
work led the couple away from the U.P. and
then back to the Marquette area, where Carl
took a job with radio station WJPD. In 1961 he
joined the staff of TV–6, and March 25, 1962,
marked the first broadcast of ‘‘Finland Call-
ing!’’ or ‘‘Soumi Kutsuu!‘‘ as the show is called
in Finnish. As Mining Journal writer A.M.
Kelley notes, the original purpose of the show
was to drum up a little travel business be-
tween Finland and the U.S.

Although his own parents came from Fin-
land, Carl at first spoke little Finnish, and he
has said the first shows, which are still broad-
cast in Finnish, made him ‘‘a laughingstock’’
with the Finns in the area. Clearly, however,
no TV show in any market could log 40 contin-
uous years—and still be going!—without ac-
quiring a polished professionalism and without
serving an essential need for its audience.
‘‘Finland Calling!‘‘ has performed the task of
linking people with their relatives and their
roots, and Carl, now fluent in his parents’ na-
tive language, have even led tour groups back
to Finland. As Jukka Valtasarri, the Finnish
ambassador to the U.S., wrote Carl Pellonpaa
earlier this month, ‘‘Your program has brought
Finland closer to the Finnish-Americans and
helped them understand their roots.’’

Although Carl has otherwise retired from
broadcasting, he has continued his show,
which we believe to be the longest continually-
running show in the nation that celebrates a
foreign language and culture. A man of tradi-
tion, Carl and his wife still live in Ishpeming,
where his parents settled so many years ago.
Carl and Doris have three children, Carl,
Diane and Wendy.

Mr. Speaker, Carl Pellonpaa will record a
special 40th anniversary edition of his show

on Saturday, April 27. I ask you and our
House colleagues to join me in offering our
sense of appreciation and our congratulations
to Carl Pellonpaa for his dedication to his
community and for exemplifying the best quali-
ties of positive relations with nations of the
world.
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TRIBUTE TO CINDY MCKEE

HON. MARK UDALL
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 2002

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Cindy McKee, an offi-
cial in the Colorado State Office of the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). Cindy is
retiring from the BLM after 30 years of dedi-
cated and outstanding government service.
She has been a shining example of the quality
work of those who choose to serve their coun-
try and communities through working in the
public sector.

Cindy came to the BLM shortly after pas-
sage of the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976, the BLM’s organic statute.
She first served as an employee of the Public
Affairs Office of the Wyoming State Office,
and then quickly moved up to a position as a
public affairs specialist. At this position, she
edited the BLM’s statewide newsletter and
thus reported on the wide-ranging and at
times controversial issues facing the agency.

She then moved to Colorado where she be-
came the first public affairs officer assigned to
the BLM’s district office in Grand Junction.
There she frequently appeared on television
and radio describing and discussing BLM’s
policies and positions. In the early 1980s, she
was involved in the debates related to oil
shale development, coordinating environ-
mental impact statements tied to the potential
production of this resource on Colorado’s
western slope.

The BLM asked the Grand Junction Office
to take the lead for a national celebration to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
Taylor Grazing Act, whose author was Rep-
resentative Edward Taylor of Colorado. That
Act provided for establishment of the Grazing
Service, one of BLM’s predecessor agencies.
Cindy took charge of this effort, developing a
series of events, public education materials
and conferences to highlight public lands graz-
ing and the Act. She also initiated a number
of other projects that garnered national atten-
tion, such as the opening of the western slope
fire operations center, a dinosaur discovery
areas and the Little Book Cliffs wild horse
area. During this time, Cindy won a number of
BLM awards for her photographic work, and a
number of her pictures appeared in national
publications.

In 1992, she assisted the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency in community re-
lations and public affairs support following the
devastating Hurricane Andrew in Miami, Flor-
ida. From a makeshift tent community in
Homestead, Florida, she conducted daily brief-
ings on the efforts to respond to this disaster.
She returned to Colorado where in this experi-
ence helped her meet the challenge of being
one of the information officers responding to
the tragic 1994 South Canyon fire near Glen-
wood Springs, Colorado, where 14 firefighters
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